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The Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship Program will award in the winter of 2025 one full tuition scholarship grant for four years of undergraduate study leading to a baccalaureate degree at any Indiana public or private college or university accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.  The grant will include all fees and an additional allocation of up to $900 per year for required books and required equipment.  The Wells County Foundation, Inc. will administer the program locally.

The nominee must be full time, legal resident of Wells County, Indiana or attending an accredited Wells County high school at the time of the application/award and will have graduated by June 30, 2026 with a diploma from an accredited high school (a high school is considered accredited for purposes of the program agency that is recognized by the State Board of Education.  Out of county residents who are attending a Wells County high school may apply for the Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship through Wells County only if they are ineligible to apply through the community foundation serving their county of residence.  Out of county residents who are eligible to apply through the community foundation serving their county of residence shall be ineligible to apply for the Wells County program.  Applicants must intend to pursue a full-time baccalaureate course of study at an accredited public or private nonprofit college or university in Indiana beginning in the fall of 2026.  Written notification of the award acceptance must be received by Independent Colleges of Indiana (ICI) by February 28, 2026.

Applicants for the award must have pursued a college preparatory program of studies while in high school and attained a minimum GPA of 3.8.  Other criteria to be utilized are demonstrated leadership skills, outstanding character, extracurricular activities, community service, and part- or full-time work experience during the school year and/or summer vacations.  Applicants who are employed in Wells County and provide community service in Wells County will be given preference.
Application for consideration must be made through The Wells County Foundation, Inc.  In addition to the application form (including school-related/extracurricular activities; community service; and work history forms), a typed essay of 500 to 750 words in length is required.  In the student’s own words, the essay must convey what makes him/her special and deserving of the Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship.  Two letters of reference from individuals outside the student’s family and an official transcript for six semesters of high school are also required.

Application forms are also available at: www.wellscountyfound.org/lilly. Completed applications must be submitted to the Wells County Foundation, Inc. no later than 4 p.m. September 19, 2025.  It is the sole responsibility of applicant to ensure that the application is complete.  The Foundation staff will conduct an initial screening to verify that eligibility requirements have been met and that the applications are complete.  Incomplete applications will be deemed ineligible and will not be forwarded to the next level of screening.
Eligible applicants whose applications successfully pass the initial screening will be forwarded to an expert and unbiased source from outside Wells County to be scored and ranked.  The weighting of the selection criteria will be as follows:  GPA and class rank = 50%; extracurricular activities, community service, leadership, honors and awards = 20%; work experience = 15%; essay = 10%; and letters of reference = 5%.

As soon as The Wells County Foundation, Inc. receives the scores and rankings, the application materials for the selected nominee and alternate, the Foundation Board will review and approve the recommendations and they will be forwarded to ICI for approval.  The Wells County Foundation, Inc. will officially notify the Wells County nominee of his/her selection by December 19, 2025.  One alternate will be selected but will be notified of his/her selection only in the event the recipient is unable to fulfill the conditions of his/her award.

1. The scholarship recipient must intend to pursue four years of undergraduate study on a full-time basis leading to a baccalaureate degree at an Indiana college.
2. The total maximum amount of the scholarship is calculated on the basis of the recipient’s chosen college’s tuition and required fees beginning with the 2026-27 school year.
3. Recipient must forward to The Wells County Foundation, Inc. immediately upon receipt all invoices for tuition and any eligible fees that may be covered by the scholarship.
4. The special allocation provided is to be used to pay required books and required equipment for courses of instruction.  Recipient will keep receipts and other documentation to verify that the special allocation was used only for this intended purpose and will provide those receipts and documents to Independent Colleges of Indiana upon request.  If the amount remaining exceeds $100, the balance of the special allocation each year will be returned to Independent Colleges of Indiana.
5. Recipient must notify Independent Colleges of Indiana of any scholarship awards they receive for tuition or required fees from a source other than the Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship.
6. Recipient will keep The Wells County Foundation, Inc. apprised annually by June 1 of education and/or employment status for at least ten years after graduation by completing and returning an alumni survey or other forms as may be provided by the community foundation.

Applications may also be downloaded from the Foundation’s website at the following link:  

www.wellscountyfound.org/lilly or contact the Foundation for a copy of the application.
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The Wells County Foundation, Inc.

222 West Market Street
Bluffton, IN  46714

Phone:  260-824-8620

E-mail: wellscountyfound@wellscountyfound.org
www.wellscountyfound.org
THE WELLS COUNTY FOUNDATION, INC.
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